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The Logic Of Religious Politics And Political Religion
Religion is a way of spiritual belief in supernatural beings (God) while politics is a form of governance of people or an area. Politics and religion can be seen to co-exist in different ways through leadership and influence each of them has on people. Religious leaders would seem to be more involved with spiritual and Godly matters. In contrast, political leaders tend to have control over a large group of people regardless of whether they are religious or not. Much concentration is given to how religion is involved in politics and their influence on the political environment in many aspects in the discussion below.
Religious Politics
[bookmark: _Hlk31206833]Religion and political environment cross each other in many ways. For instance, religious leaders tend to identify themselves with different political parties in a country. This identification causes diversity in the manner at which the control and leadership of a country are carried out. Religious leaders have influence and control over a significant number of people who can have a great effect on the political leaders during campaigns and elections period. Therefore both the political and religious leaders tend to co-exist with each other. For example, in American politics, the role of religion is significantly observed as most religious leaders identify themselves as Democrats, Republicans or independent. Seventy per cent of protestant religious leaders identify themselves as Republican and half of the Catholics also identify themselves as Republican (Putnam & Campbell 2010). The taste and preference of different parties by the religious leaders is, therefore, a sign of political diversity.
[bookmark: _Hlk31206845]The existence of rules that relates to human rights is mostly associated with religion. This is for the fact that there are some areas in the human world where religion deems wrong while the political world would handle the issue otherwise. For instance, cases of abortions are not accepted in religion because they take it as a murder case quoting the verse from Exodus 20:13. In this case, religion and politics tend nor to agree because the political definition of when life begins is different from religious belief. It is for this case, therefore that both political and religious leaders draw an agreement as to what condition one should be allowed to take an abortion. These conditions include a strong chance of serious defect in the baby, a married woman who doesn’t want more children, endangered health of a woman by the pregnancy, low family income that cannot support any more children, and pregnancy as a result of rape (Putnam & Campbell 2010). I case where the agreed conditions are met; then a woman is fit to take an abortion. 
The religious leaders have issues to do with same-sex marriages. Where this topic arises, they tend to lean heavily on the opposition side of the problem, which means that if political leaders raise a homosexual motion, most of the religious leader will sway their followers to opposing the motion as homosexuality is against their way of belief. For instance, in American politics, forty-nine per cent oppose same-sex marriage, while twenty-eight per cent support it (Putnam & Campbell, 2010). Significantly the majority has more impact than the minority. However, over time the rate of acceptance to homosexuality and abortion is increasing with the upcoming generation. In the study about homosexuality and abortion, it was evident that the younger generation has more tendency to accept them that the older ones.
Finally, the religious environment cannot be ignored by the political climate. On many occasions, both the political and religious backgrounds will tend to consult each other to agree on the forward about the matter at hand. It is also important to note that while most religious leaders identify themselves with the parties of preference, there is the target agenda that laid by the party that they go for. These agender from their point of view are very important and therefore need to be put into consideration by the political environment. The examination of the religious climate agender by the political environment may, therefore, determine the next most supported political leader.
Political Religion
In the above discussion, we saw how religion could influence political decisions by taking part in making them; however, politics in a church is very rare and can vary across various faiths. The reason for this study was to identify how religious leaders involve themselves in politics. The comparison of two research groups shows a similar response meaning that there was a high percentage accuracy in the findings. A further study done in 2007 showed that there as a decline in the involvement of politics in churches by religious leaders from thirty to twenty-two per cent.

A religious leader is an influential person who may influence the way his or her followers vote. For example, research done in 2000 showed that about six per cent of voters who attend church agreed that their leader encouraged them to vote in a certain manner. This influence increased to eleven percent in 2004 and dropped to eight percent in 2008, however, in the catholic church, the figure was a bit higher to about fifteen percent(Putnam & Campbell, 2010). It is therefore important to conclude that, in as much as churches involve themselves less in politics there is a manner in which the clergy can influence his or her followers to vote depending on the diversity of political involvement on a different religion.
Religious politics can also be seen to affect how people choose the religion in which they identify with. Religion identification can be made through one's choice, inheritance, intermarriages, among other ways. Most Americans were reported to identify with the same religion as their parents and therefore, can be concluded that inheritance is the way people that most people choose to choose faith. There is, however, a slight difference when it comes to children whose parents have a different religion. Most of the cases where parents attend to different religions the high percentage of their children were reported to be raised in a different religion as of the year 2007 research findings. In conclusion, as much as most people would choose to attend the religion their parent identifies with, there is a significant number of people that want otherwise.

Another way politics in religion can be defined through liberal and conservative members. The liberal-minded people are said to be more political than conservative people. For example, twenty-seven conservative church members say that their clergy discuss issues of the social and political environment at least once a month as compared to forty-five percent of the liberal members. These results are essentials as the findings clearly state that politics in a church can sometimes be a form of how members of a church believe. The most liberal members will be believed to report more cases of social and political discussion in churches than conservative members.
Moreover, most of the church politics is diverse on subject matters in relation to a sermon. The findings of the study done to identify what subjects most people hear in sermons mostly related to poverty and hunger. This subject has the highest percentage of the report (ninety-one percent) followed by sixty percent on the subject, abortion and forty-eight percent of those who hear about laws concerning homosexuality. In this case, therefore, it is evident that not all days that the clergy will have a sermon on matters concerning religion. In other cases, the clergies will have their way into politics at have a sermon on the issues related to the social and political field.
The Effect Of Political Religion And Religious Politics
Division of People
Religion can be a cause of the division of people in terms of enmity and the handling of similar issues. For example, a religion that does not support abortion and homosexuality will tend to keep its followers away from that religion that promotes. Besides, religious people will view on-religious people as intolerant and selfish while themselves righteous and vice versa as in a research finding year 2006. The difference in secular and religious people creates a massive gap between based on how each of them believes; therefore religion can be classified as root to division in people's character towards each other.
Inter-Religion Tensions
Inter-religion tension is a political tension within a religion that can occur due to the difference in opinion of a different religion. Moreover, members of the same group may have a different feeling toward their kind. For example, findings of the research show that the mainline protestant has a weak sense of ingroup attachment similarly the fact that evangelicals do not highly appreciate fellow evangelicals suggests that they do not have evangelism clearly defined in their minds. These few examples about how people see each other in different or same religion states that are religious and non-religious groups do not receive the same favours.

Innovation
Innovation is mostly seen in the political environment; however, the clergies found the need to be innovative in a manner at which they would enlarge a church. This would be because being innovative would increase their influence and control over a large group of people, and income would also increase. In the study of how innovation in religion was seen, an example of George Whitefield in the mid-1700s, Dwight Moody in the late 1800s, and Billy Graham in the mid-1900s were given. These three people spoke to many others through the use of communication media like the newspaper, radios, and television(Putnam, pg 176). The study, therefore, establishes the evidence of innovation and its use in attracting more people into religion
Interracial friendship
Religion is one of the places that bring people together. When different kinds and races of people meet as a congregation, they tend to forget about their difference. These were coming together get people to know each other and end up making unexpected friendships. The friendship reduces some conflicts within the society and creates peace evidenced by the involvement of interracial and inter-religion intermarriages (Putnam, pg 322). For these reasons, political religion can be said to promote diversity and encourage an environment in a political world where everyone lives together in peace.
Change
Politics in religion brings about significant changes in society. Religious people's belief is associated with righteousness and therefore making it hard for believers to have acceptance in some human behaviours. The ease of recognition, however, changes with time, as evident in the study of how religious people perceive some things like abortion and same-sex marriage. For example, in year 1970s, religion made moves to enhance a more society liberalization, civil rights, gender roles, and sexual permissiveness. These moves made by religion had a great impact on the supreme court ruling and change in the way of living in society.

Conclusion
In conclusion, politics is not a topic that most religious people like to get involved in, in an ethical environment, however, on some occasions, they find themselves in the political environment which aligns with their way of belief. Religious politics seem to help people in various ways, such as diversification and friendship creation. At other times religion influences a political world in helping keep the rule of humanity in place by taking part in sharing their opinions on issues that affect society as a whole. For this reason, it can be said that the sense of political religion and religious politics is to create a more friendly environment that includes both political and religious groups.
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